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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-6, 8-11 & 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by lhara et al (US 2004/018915). 

Regarding claim 1 , lhara et al teach a mobile telephone, having a plurality of 
different operating characteristics, the mobile telephone comprising a wireless receiver 
for receiving a control message from a remote controller (Page 5 [0034] Lines 1-7) and 
a processor for controlling at least one operating characteristic of the mobile telephone 
in response to the received control message (Page 5 [0034] Lines 7-12). 

In regards to claim 2, lhara et al teach the mobile telephone as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the at least one operating characteristic is an alert characteristic that 
determines how the mobile telephone alerts a user (Page 4, [0029] Lines 7-11). 

Regarding claim 3, lhara et al teach the mobile telephone as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein the at least one operating characteristic is an alert characteristic that 
determines how the mobile telephone alerts a user to an incoming call (Page 4 [0029] 
Lines 7-11). 
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In regards to claim 4, lhara et al teach the mobile telephone as claimed in claim 
3, wherein the at least one characteristic mutes the mobile telephone (Page 1 [0005] 
Lines 18-24; Page 3 [0021] Lines 28-30). 

Regarding claim 5, lhara et al teach the mobile telephone as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein the processor is operable to use a first one of a plurality of predetermined sets 
of operating characteristics in the mobile telephone in response to the received control 
message (Page 3 [0024] Lines 6-9; Page 3 [0026] Lines 28-33). 

In regards to claim 6, lhara et al teach a mobile telephone as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein the first set of operating characteristics are selectable only in response to a 
received control message (Page 3 [0021] Lines 21-23). 

Regarding claim 8, lhara et al teach a mobile telephone as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the processor is operable to toggle between at least a first operating 
characteristic of the mobile telephone and a second operating characteristics of the 
mobile telephone in response to the received control messages from the remote 
controller (Page 3 [0021] Lines 21-23). 

In regards to claim 9, lhara et al teach a remote controller for use with a mobile 
telephone as claimed in claim 1 comprising a user input device (Page 3 [0026] Lines 15- 
17) and a wireless transmitter for transmitting a control message, for controlling the at 
least one operating characteristic of the mobile telephone, in response to user activation 
of the user input device (Page 3 [0026] Lines 21-22). 
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Regarding claim 10, lhara et al teach the remote controller as claimed in claim 9, 
further comprising an indicator for indicating the status of the at least one operating 
characteristic of the mobile telephone (Page 4 [0031] Lines 27-29). 

In regards to claim 11, lhara et al teach a remote controller as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein a control message is transmitted in response to a single activation of the user 
input device (Page 4 [0029] Lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 13, lhara et al teach a remote controller according to claim 9 
incorporating a clip, by means of which the controller can be clipped to an ear of a user 
and to an item of the user's clothing (Page 4 [0032] Lines 13-18). 

In regards to claim 14, lhara et al teach a remote controller for use with a mobile 
telephone as claimed in claim 4, comprising a user input device (Page 3 [0026] Lines 
1 5-17) and a wireless transmitter for transmitting a control message for muting the 
mobile telephone in response to user activation of the user input device and an indicator 
for indicating when the mobile telephone is muted (Page 1 [0005] Lines 18-24; Page 3 
[0021] Lines 28-30; Page 4 [0031] Lines 27-29). 

Regarding claim 15, lhara et al teach a remote controller for use with a mobile 
telephone comprising a user input device (Page 3 [0026] Lines 15-17) and a wireless 
transmitter for transmitting a control message for controlling at least one operating 
characteristic of the mobile telephone in response to user activation of the user input 
device (Page 3 [0026] 21-22). 

In regards to claim 16, lhara et al teach a mobile telephone arrangement 
comprising a mobile telephone having a plurality of different operating characteristics 
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and a remote controller wherein the mobile telephone comprises a wireless receiver for 
receiving a control message from a remote controller (Page 5 [0034] Lines 1-7) and a 
processor for toggling between at least a first operating characteristic of the mobile 
telephone and a second operating characteristics of the mobile telephone in response 
to the received control messages from a remote controller (Page 3 [0021] Lines 21-23) 
and wherein the remote controller comprises a user input device (Page 3 [0026] Lines 
15-17) and a wireless transmitter for transmitting a control message in response to each 
user activation of the user input device (Page 3 [0026] Lines 21-22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all * 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over lhara et 
al. 

In regards to claim 7, lhara et al teach the mobile telephone as claimed in claim 

5. however lhara et al do not explicitly state that the processor is operable to add an 
identifier of the first set of operating characteristics to a displayable list of identifiers 
identifying the plurality of sets of operating characteristics, lhara et al do disclose that an 
LCD display exists for human interface interaction (Page 5 [0033] Lines 40-43), 
therefore it would have been obvious to display what information already existed with in 
the telephone remote system on the already provided for display 



Application/Control Number: 10/607,671 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2685 

5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over lhara et 
al in view of Beyda et al (US 2003/0022690). 

In regards to claim 12, lhara et al teach the mobile telephone as claimed in claim 
5 along with the use of "controls" in the plural form indicating more than one user 
control (Page 3 [0026] Lines 1 5-17). However lhara et al does not teach the use of the 
second control to specifically to answer/end a call. Beyda et al teaches the use of 
second user input or switch in order to answer a call (Page 1 [0014] Lines 1-6). It would 
have been obvious to combine lhara et al to include an answer/end call input on the 
remote controller, such as that taught by Beyda et al in order to facilitate the use of the 
invention in order to avoid digging through ones pockets to search for a phone, when 
they could just achieve this function through a readily available on their person remote. 
It is further noted that it would be obvious to include a power on/off function in the 
teachings of lhara et al and Beyda et al in order to conserve the functional lifetime of the 
product. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Laurila (US 2004/0204168) discloses a headset with integrated radio and piconet 
circuitry. 

Zhang et al (US 2004/0058647) disclose an apparatus and method for providing 
hands-free operation of a device. 
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Lai et al (US 2003/0003907) disclose a mobile phone monitor and remote control 
system. 

Kita (US 5,960,367) discloses an incoming calling system. 
7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian A. Hannon whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7385. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Christian A. Hannon 
September 30, 2005 
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